








DEVOTIONAL BOOKS for INDIVIDUAL 





MEDITATION or GROUP WORSHIP 


G airitual 


DEVOTIONS FOR WOMEN AT HOME 


by Martha Meister Kiely. Centering 115 devotions around fa- 
miliar objects found in the home, Mrs. Kiely draws spiritual 
truths which they suggest and gives each commonplace object a 
fresh significance to help housewives keep a Christian perspec- 
tive on life. Each devotion is complete with a Scripture text, 
the meditation and a prayer. 10D277, $1.75 


THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO DAILY NEEDS 


by Georgia Harkness. These 86 meditations apply biblical teach- 
ings to human problems such as loneliness, anxiety, failure, dis- 
appointment, doubt and others. Each begins with a_ brief 
citation of a common need and is followed by Bible passages 
that answer that need, questions and a prayer. 10A385, $1.50 


KITCHEN COMMUNION 


by Cornelia M. Renfroe. This charming little book weaves 
meditations and prayers into the events of a housewife’s morn- 
ing. Its narrative demonstrates how moments of worship arise 
naturally in the course of the day, bringing relief from frustra- 
tion and irritation at household tasks. 10K168, $1.50 


DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS FOR EVERY MONTH 


by Ruth C. Ikerman. These 36 complete devotions to use in 
church, club or civic groups are arranged by months to make 
finding an appropriate selection easy. For each is an introduc- 
tion, meditation and closing prayer. Challenging messages are 
readable, down-to-earth, yet lofty in perspective. 100233, $1.50 


DISCOVERING THE UNSHAKEABLE® 


by Helen L. Toner. Discussing the Psalms in terms of everyday 
people and incidents, this book is an exploration of the remarka- 
ble insights concerning faith and its relation to happiness that 
may be found in the Psalms. Helpful in developing one’s own 
inner strength and sense of direction. 10D143, $1.50 


GRACE BEFORE MEALS 


by William Nyce and Herbert Bunyea. Here are brief mealtime 
prayers for every day in the year. Collected from many sources, 
these graces provide a pleasing variety of forms and avoids the 
monotony of repetition of the same grace each day—helps make 
the purpose of saying grace clear to children. 10G219, $1.50 


LIKE A WATERED GARDEN? 


by Jessie M. Trout. For personal or group devotions, this book 
follows the seasons with a specific theme for each week and for 
special days in the church year. Each week suggests a flower 
around which are clustered suggestions for special music, a 
hymn, a Bible reading, a prayer and unique ‘“‘seed thought” 
meditations. With delicate flower illustrations. 10L166, $2.50 
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THE APRON-POCKET BOOK OF MEDITATION 
AND PRAYER 


compiled by Margaret H. Benson and Helen G. Smith. Collected 
words of comfort and strength; brief prayers and meditations— 
some are familiar favorites; many are new. All are gathered in 
an attractive, handy-size little book to refresh and inspire the 
busy woman in her daily routine of household tasks. Rugged 
plasticized cover with convenient spiral binding. 10A332, $1.50 


ADULTS AT WORSHIP 


by Wallace Fridy. Here are meditations that will appeal to the 
mature Christian in today's world—23 complete devotions for 
group use. Each of the brief talks averages about three pages 
long and is followed by two hymn titles, a Scripture lesson and 
an appropriate prayer. Special help for the devotional leader in 
class meetings, fellowship, clubs, etc. 10A346, $1.75 


MEDITATIONS FOR YOUTH 


by Walter L. Cook. Applying Bible messages to life today in 
terms young people understand, these 39 devotions are designed 
to bring into focus the sometimes vague ideas that teen-agers 
have. They show teen-agers how they can strengthen their 
spiritual living through obedience, trust, prayer, service and love. 
Scripture and prayer included in each. 10M465, $1.75 


DEVOTIONS FOR YOUTH 


by Clark R. Gilbert. A good resource book of devotional ideas 
for young people and youth leaders who are responsible for 
guiding worship. Some of the devotions are short, some are 
longer; some are with Scripture, some without; some are discus- 
sion type, others are to be read or given as speeches. 

10D130, $2.00 


DEVOTIONS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


by William L. Woodall. (Ages 7-14) These 56 ‘meetings with 
God" are p ted in language boys and girls understand. 
Each devotion provides them with a Scripture reading theme, a 
brief meditation on the theme and a closing prayer. 

10D127, $2.00 





ALL THROUGH THE YEAR® 


by Grace W. McGavran. (Ages 8-12) Original poems and stories 
based on seasonal themes related to phases of a junior child's 
life with his family, friends, nature and God. The warm and 
friendly style of the book makes it particularly suitable for per- 
sonal worship, meditation and enjoyment. 10A319, $2.50 


‘This is a Bethany Press book. 
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“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” 
—PSALM 8. 


Keeping the 


HE meaning of this scripture is great because 
“Eee only do we ourselves perish for lack of 
Vi bd Cl vision, but we let others perish with us. 

1sion ear When our physical vision becomes defective we 
have our eyes checked because the loss, or even 
partial loss, of sight makes our life difficult—yet 
many go through life spiritually blind and never 
try to correct it. The ioss of this vision is so 
much more important—it has eternal dimensions. 

In our physical vision we may be either far- 
sighted or near-sighted. This may also be true 
spiritually. We must be able to see the need of 
foreign missions, but we must not fail to see the 
need of missions at home—in our own country 
and communities—even in our own families. 

Souls perish because we overlook the need which 
is so close at hand. Attitudes are shaped and 
opinions are formed by those abroad as a result 


© of our vision here. “The field is truly white unto 
harvest and the laborers are few.” If we are giv- 
ing of our best to Christ, we must be among these 
few. 
Sometimes we fail to be missionaries because 


of our lack of faith. I have been guilty, and ’m 
certain all of you have been, of saying of someone, 
“There’s no use trying to get him to go to church 
—he’ll never change.” We are told to sow the 
seed and God will give the increase. We can have 
defective vision without being far-sighted or near- 
sighted. There are those who, putting it plainly, 
just can’t see well—either off at a distance or up 
close. 


The person who feels only occasionally the need 
of being in attendance at Sunday school or church 
services certainly has poor vision. We need every 
available source of power to keep spiritual vision. 


* 

We were told in the eighth Psalm, “God is so 
mindful of man he has put all things under his 
feet,’”’ yet souls perish because of man’s lack of 
vision. What then could be the reason for this 


unconcern? The scripture tells us, “In all ways 
acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy path.” 
Perhaps we fail to acknowledge Christ as we 
should; perhaps something blurrs our vision. 

We might all check our spiritual vision by this 
definition: A Christian with a proper vision is 
a mind through which Christ thinks; a heart 
through which Christ loves; a voice through which 
Christ speaks; a hand through which Christ helps. 

We must strive day by day to live the Chris- 
tian life in such a way that Christ will be glori- 
fied in all that we do. Only as we put Christ first 
in our lives can we make sure that our spiritual 
vision is without defect. 


by Mrs. Robert R. Vance 
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Shut In, But Not Shut Out 


by 
Macie Lester Pickett — vicmsesr te ey 


When we can talk and pray with you 
In such a friendly way; 

When music can be brought to you 
From organ and from voice 

Of those who love to play and sing 
The music of your choice. 


The feet of those who bring you joy 
Are beautiful indeed. 

They consecrate themselves to God 
Through caring for your need 

For fellowship and friendship 
Within our family. 

That is a work of love for them— 
A poem for all to see. 


We may not come to see you 
As often as we could; 
We may not do the Church’s work 


As gladly as we should; 
Holl lit: Chureh You may not think we care at all 
That you must live with pain— 
Then lift your church to God in prayer 
That she be whole again. 


Var ( Th h Your church needs you to love her. 
Ve al 1 | Her work was never done 
By only those who had the strength 
To preach or teach or run; 
‘ » td ° For all her work will come to naught, 
\ | | Her joy be dulled by care, 
Detld [S| d On Unless you lift her up to God 


Constantly in prayer. 


HUS our minister, R. W. (Dick) Crews, began 
the second tape recording for the aged of the 
First Christian Church of Pampa, Texas, to a 
background of organ music played by Mrs. John 
Gill, church organist. 
The tape continues with scripture, talk and 
prayer by the minister interspersed with songs 
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Only the Humble Can Never Be Hurt 


by George Earle Owen 


Like children they quarreled vain and unsure, 
“Make us greatest in your Kingdom to one, 
Not Thy will but ours be done.” 

The Master with loving grandeur 

Stooped and washed their dirty feet 

Saying, “The desires of the proud are impos- 


is 
that one can weather all poverty and strife,” 
blinds so one cannot see 
A self-evident truth once clearly perceived 
Yet one in which many are easily deceived: 
Only the humble 
Can never be hurt. 


Great honors he sought 
Certain that success and renown he’d attain 
By seeking only what he could gain. 
Vainly he fought 
For glory, status and fame 
Only to learn that these are so vain: 
Only the proud 
Get really hurt. 


Blessed is he 
Who from Jesus can learn 
That the welfare of others should be his concern. 
Humility’s the key 
To what the Lord has taught 
And happiness is doing not what we wish but 
what we ought: 
Only the humble in mind 
Can true happiness find. 


Humility’s a shield 
No vain dart can pierce 
Though hate be strong and the battle fierce. 
In every field 
The proud man is shaken 
While the earth by the meek is finally taken: 
Only the humble 
Can never be hurt. 


For pride e backbone of honor and life, 
With 
Pride 


sung by Mrs. J. D. Webb, choir director. 

This new program of shut-in visitation was be- 
gun in October and has proved to be popular not 
only with the elderly folk in our church, but with 
all who are unable to attend church services for 
a time due to illness, and with others in the com- 
munity who are hospitalized or bedfast at home. 

The guiding spirit behind this new program 
is Mrs. H. C. Groninger—the consecrated feet of 
the poem—who came to the chairman of the mis- 
sions committee with the problem on her heart 
and asked the church to give her permission and 
help in carrying out some kind of systematic proj- 
ect of visitation to shut-ins. 

For several years our Christian Women’s Fel- 
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lowship groups have taken the responsibility of 
calling on the shut-ins of the church monthly in 
rotation. Some groups have been conscientious 
in their effort to see that each was visited, and 
often fixed special treats to take to each one, but 
too often the calling was not well planned and 
some received several calls while others were over- 
looked. 

Even though the elders take them Communion 
the first Sunday of each month in addition to the 
CWF responsibility, we realized we were not giv- 
ing our senior citizens the attention they need 
and crave, and that the church was losing spirit- 
ual strength in not keeping them in touch with 
the program and activities of the church. They 
felt left out. And we felt guilty. 

The program took the form it has because the 
materials were available. Our minister of edu- 
cation, Walyn Gibson, had the tape recorder and 
offered its use to Mrs. Groninger; Mrs. Gill and 
Mrs. Webb were enthusiastic participants with our 
minister in transcribing the tape; the CWF, mis- 
sions committee, cabinet and board were enthu- 
siastic supporters of the program and have offered 
such financial aid as is necessary to carry it out. 

In other areas the program could take whatever 
form the church felt would best suit its needs and 
talents. We expect to vary and enlarge ours as 
opportunity permits. But any program would be 
a waste of time and effort without a consecrated 
person or persons who will give generously and 
gladly of time and strength in seeing that those 
who need and want to maintain contact with their 
church from the hospital or from their home are 
given the opportunity to do so. 

We feel this program will benefit the church 
as a whole more than it can possibly benefit any 
person to whom it is carried, for the church does 
need—must have—the prayerful support of all 
its members if it is to realize its full potential for 
Christian service and influence in the community. 

We would be happy to have other churches and 
agencies in the community enlarge on the pro- 
gram we have begun until all who are lonely, or sick, 
or shut-in by their infirmities will know they are 
not forgotten and unwanted, but are a vital part 
of the local community and of the larger fellow- 
ship of the concerned throughout the world. 

Our local Red Cross representative is most en- 
thusiastic about the program and has asked Mrs. 
Groninger to take the tape to those outside our 
church family where she felt it would be joyfully 
received. There are shut-ins of other faiths who 
want this kind of program—from their own 
church. 

Since the percentage of elderly people to the 
total population is growing steadily from year to 
year, we feel the church should plan new ways 
of keeping in touch with those who were the back- 
bone of the church in years past but who are now 
neglected in the rush of present-day activities. If 
we know, we should care; if we care, we will share. 
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The Will of God for These Times 


INDIANAPOLIS—“‘What is the will of God 
for the world outreach of the church?” In 
these words, Dr. Virgil A. Sly, executive 
chairman of the Division of World Mission 
of The United Christian Missionary Society, 
expressed the theme of a conference which 
engaged the studied attention of some 160 
people for four days. 

The Council of Agencies, at its biennial 
meeting at Culver-Stockton College in the 
summer of 1958 requested such a conference 
where state and national secretaries, pastors 
and leaders of various boards and commit- 
tees might consider seriously what steps we 
should be taking to fulfill God’s command 
and our promises. 

It is easy to talk about the changing 
times. Yet, it takes a few startling examples 
of rapid change to bring us to an awareness 
of our responsibilities. Dr. Emory Ross re- 
minded us, for example, that he went to an 
Indianapolis travel agent in 1912 to find out 
how to get to Liberia, only to have the agent 
miss the spot on the map by 4,300 miles. 

More startling was Dr. Ross’s story about 
watching the first plane fly over Congo in 
1920. He was confident, he said, that some 
of the natives who saw that plane that day 
had never seen a wheel. 

There is the social problem of our times, in 
one picture. The gospel of Christ is for the 
whole world, for every person. We have 
received it through a culture that has recog- 
nized its validity for nineteen centuries. 
Little by little we have accomplished the 
process of accommodation. 

Little by little western culture and Chris- 
tian teaching have been blended. There has 
been not a little compromise. We have car- 
ried the holy truths in earthen vessels. How 
else could we carry them? But we have 
identified the two too closely. 

Now a new world faces us. At the mo- 
ment we have a jet reservation next August 
to leave London at 5:30 P.M., and ar- 
rive in New York at 8:25 p.m. (EDT). Shades 
of the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria! 
How close we are together. And we are also 
close to the man who remembers the witch 
doctor and has eaten human flesh. 

What is the will of God for western Chris- 
tians in these times of rapid social change? 
It is easy to read the Great Commission and 
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conclude that it is meant for us. Disciples 
of Christ have believed that for a century, 
at least. By what means shall we be the 
most faithful witnesses? This question isn’t 
so easy to answer. 

The Decade of Decision will doubtlessly be 
ended before we have fully answered it. But 
if we do not answer it rightly, there will be 
no problem in many lands. The new na- 
tionalism will have passed on by and gone 
on to new philosophies with only a vestige of 
western Christian influence showing. Often, 
it will be only the poorest traces of that. 

As the conferees were reminded by Dr. 
Alfred Carlton, executive vice-president of 
the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foriegn Missions, more Americans are join- 
ing Zen Buddhism each year than there are 
Christian converts in Buddhist lands. And 
more Americans are converting to Muham- 
medanism each year than the number of 
Christian converts in Muslin lands. 

Have we been doing things wrong all 
these decades? Not necessarily. When 
Christ gets a chance at the heart of a person, 
he makes his appeal. Our intrepid pioneers 
have gone, not counting the cost and have 
carried the evangel in the best way they 
could. As 100,000 of our own Brotherhood 
in Congo could testify, these ways were good 
and sufficient. 

In recent decades we have gone with edu- 
cation, medicine, agricultural and _ social 
services. These missionaries are evange- 
listic in their own best ways while following 
the Lord’s command to feed the hungry and 
heal the sick. May God speed them on their 
way. 

Yet, perhaps we have lost a little of the 
fervor of the first generation missionaries. 
As Dr. Absolom R. Vilakqzi, distinguished 
Zulu anthrolpologist now teaching in Ken- 
nedy School of Missions, said: “Sometimes 
I long for the old-time missionary who made 
mistakes, but who was pure gold.” 

There was no thought by speakers or 
conferees that we should turn backward. 
Our problem is to travel forward fast enough 
to catch the modern Bantu, Arab and Taoist 
so we can confront him with the gospel. We 
shall have to think more about these mat- 
ters. 


(327) 7 











How a Young Aircraft Engineer Saw a 


New Angle for Evangelism Often Overlooked: Prayer 


“Project SEEK” 


HEN we asked Ken Fewell to be our evan- 

gelism chairman this year, he asked for time 
to think it over. This worried us a little because 
we really wanted Ken for that job. And, frankly, 
we were afraid that if he “thought it over’ he 
would think of some good reasons not to accept 
the job! But we underestimated Ken’s devotion 
to the church. 

What we did not know is that Ken is a man 
who really believes in prayer. What he really 
meant was that he wanted to pray about the mat- 
ter before he said “Yes” to such an important re- 
sponsibility. 

You see, Ken knew how hard it had been re- 
cently to get people to make evangelistic calls. 
He knew that many people in the church had come 
to think of evangelistic visitation as an unpleasant 
duty rather than a thrilling witness. It seemed 
to Ken that many people thought of evangelism 
as merely an effort to get new members for the 
church, without any real concern for people and 
their deep spiritual needs. Ken felt that the evan- 
gelistic program of the church ought to have real 
spiritual significance, both for the callers and for 
the people who were called upon. And Ken wasn’t 
interested in beirfg chairman of just another “mem- 
bership drive.” 

The morning after Ken had been asked to take 
this job, he woke up before the rest of his family 
and sat down at the dining room table for his 
usual morning devotional period. This quiet pe- 
riod before the responsibilities of the day began 
had come to mean a great deal to Ken, for he had 





T. J. Youngblood, formerly pastor of First Christian 
Church, Arlington, Texas, became minister of Hillyer 
Memorial Church, Raleigh, North Carolina, on January 
15, 1960. 


8 (328) 





by T. J. Youngblood, Jr. 


discovered the power that was released into his 
life by these few minutes of prayer and medita- 
tion. 

This morning Ken turned to the eleventh chap- 
ter of Luke, where the disciples had asked Jesus 
to teach them to pray. As he read, he came to 
the familiar words in the ninth verse: 


And I tell you, ask, and it will be given you, 
SEEK and you will find; knock and it will be 
opened to you. 


Things began to fall into place in Ken’s mind. 
Prayer, evangelism, seeking—surely there was a 
connection between all of these things. Then he 
began some constructive thinking. 

“Why not organize the church’s program of 
evangelism around this promise of Christ? Give 
the names of people to be called upon to visitors 
several days in advance and ask them to pray for 
these people daily before the call is made. Train 
the callers in an effective and meaningful prayer 
life, instead of merely hashing over the mechani- 
cal techniques of visitation.” 

This was the kind of program, Ken felt, that 
would appeal to the most devoted and consecrated 
people in the church, and these were the people 
who ought to be making the evangelistic witness 
for the church. 

Later that morning, at work, Ken was still 
thinking about the possibilities of such a program. 
The engineering section of the large aircraft plant 
where he worked was engaged in a super-secret 
program to put man into space. But Ken’s mind 
kept shifting from a man in space, to men and 
women adrift on earth. 

As a plan began to form in Ken’s mind, he 
thought to himself: ‘Many of our people work 
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in the aircraft industry. They are used to think- 
ing in terms of ‘projects.’ Why not call our evan- 
gelism program ‘Project SHEK’? We could let 
the letters of the word ‘seek’ stand for ‘Spiritual 
Enrichment with an Evangelistic Keynote.’”” And 
thus “Project Seek” was launched. 

Now the program has been in operation for 
nearly a year. It has given new meaning and new 
power to the whole program of Ken’s church. 

On the last Sunday night of each month the 
evening service is devoted entirely to ‘Project 
SEEK.” An outstanding speaker discusses some 
aspect of prayer and emphasizes the power of 
prayer. During the invitation hymn, all who will 
agree to make evangelistic calls and pray for 
those who need to be reached by the church are 
invited to come and be seated in a special section 
at the front of the sanctuary. At the conclusion 
of the service they are given the names of those 


HIS is Andreas Din, formerly 
‘bs Mohammedan priest. Be- 
fore he became a Christian, An- 
dreas was in charge of a large 
Moslem temple in South India. 

One day, while he was a pa- 
tient in a mission hospital, he 
overheard an evangelist preach- 
ing in the hospital. The earnest- 
ness of the man and his message 
haunted him for days afterward. 

After Andreas was discharged 
from the hospital, he secretly 
purchased a New Testament. 
When some of the staunch Mos- 
lems discovered that their priest 
was reading daily from a New 
Testament, they drove him out 





bus stop in the bazaar. 


that they will call upon a week later. They are 
urged to pray daily for these persons by name, 
asking God to use the caller as an instrument of 
His will, and praying that either our church, or 
some other, may be the means of meeting the 
spiritual needs of these particular people. 

“Project SEEK” has been the means of restor- 
ing the personal concern for people that evange- 
lism must have. It has lifted our calling program 
out of the category of mere membership solicita- 
tion and given it real spiritual significance. It has 
introduced many of our members to the power 
and helpfulness of daily prayer, and people, both 
within the church and from without, are really 
being won to Christ and His way. 

And all of this came about because a young air- 
craft engineer became interested in finding a way 
to harness the spiritual power of prayer to the 
church’s mission of evangelism. 


Teahouse Along 


An Indian Road 


cret of life. It promises you 
peace and joy. The secret of life 
is contained here in this Gospel. 
It is nice to drink tea; but he 
who drinketh of His Word shall 
never thirst,” he continues, as he 
waits for them to finish sipping 
their tea. 

Ernest Hahn, a _ missionary 
working among Mohammedans, 
states that Andreas sells on the 
average 400 Gospel Portions each 
month. 

Several years ago Andreas 
married a convert. They named 
their first son “Gift of God.” In 
faith the couple work coura- 


—Blaise Levai 


Andreas 


of the city. 

“The shame and degradation 
of that experience,” he said later, 
“IT could not have borne alone. 
The Lord helped me, even as he 
promised in his Word.” 

After his conversion he boldly 
returned to the same city he had 
served as a Mohammedan priest. 
In order to support himself he 
opened a tea stall near a crowded 
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decided that his would be the 
finest-flavored tea, with an am- 
ple amount of undiluted milk and 
clean sugar. 

Near the tea stall is a railway 
crossing where all buses and 
trucks must stop. While the bus 
waits for the train to pass, ‘Tea 
and the Word of God—all for two 
annas,” he calls as he enters the 
bus crowded with people. 

“This Gospel tells you the se- 


geously together. 

Occasionally someone in the 
bus rudely asks Andreas: “How 
can you possibly do this—you 
who served us as a Moslem 
priest? Aren’t you ashamed?” 

“Ashamed? No. I am glori- 
ously happy. I never dreamed 
life could be so full of joy. I 
wonder how I ever was able to 
live without Christ. I want you 
to know him too.” 
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WHY T AM GOING 


to the World Convention of Churches of Christ 


LOOK forward with eager an- 

ticipation to attending the 
World Convention which con- 
venes in Edinburgh in August 
because of the marvelous Chris- 
tian fellowship which is a part 
of the Convention. 

To have the experience of 
meeting my brethren of similar 
faith from all over the United 
States and indeed some from al- 
most all of the world is a unique 
experience. 

Many opportunities will be af- 
forded. 

1. There will be visits, in a 
relaxed atmosphere, with Christ’s 
representatives from many 
places. Realizing that one’s per- 
sonality is enriched by every 
positive influence that comes into 
it, I know that because of the 
Christian fellowship in the Con- 
vention I will be a stronger and 
finer Christian. 

2. I can hardly wait for the 
time to come to go to Edinburgh 
because of the educational value 
of the Convention. 

One will hear speakers, from 
all parts of the world, and he 
will get their viewpoints as he 
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enjoys the marvelous Convention 
program which has- been pre- 
pared. 

All of us read a lot about the 
so-called hot spots of the world. 
The Edinburgh Convention af- 
fords us an opportunity to hear 
firsthand reports of what is hap- 
pening in these so-called hot 
spots. I will be a much better 
informed man on world condi- 
tions as a result of my being in 
attendance at the Convention. 

3. Realizing as I do that if one 
is to grow and develop as a 
Christian, his soul must be nour- 
ished, I look forward to the true 
spiritual inspiration that will be 
a part of the Convention. Men 
and women, professional and lay, 
from over the entire world will 
be proclaiming Christ in Edin- 
burgh. 

I want to hear great speakers 
from the Orient proclaiming 
Christ as they are ably doing so 
in meeting the daily spiritual 
needs of their people. 

I look forward to hearing out- 
standing speakers from Africa 
as they break to us the Bread of 
Life. The Christian gospel is 


by J. Warren Hastings 
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universal, and it will be a truly 
world gospel as it is presented in 
the Convention. 

4. Either before or after the 
Convention, my wife and I plan 
to go on one of the side trips 
and we hope to be able to get to 
the Holy Land. It will be a high 
experience to travel the same 
roads that the Son of God walked 
centuries ago. 

To me the greatest spiritual 
value in the World Convention 
is the Communion Service. At 
that time, the great host of men 
and women from across the 
world will lift him up as their 
Lord and Master. Though they 
come from many places they will 
enjoy in Christ the unity of pur- 
pose and will and _ dedication 
which is the highest experience 
a group of Christians can know. 
When we leave the Communion 
Table, we will be bound with our 
brothers around the world for- 
ever. 

The experience of the World 
Convention will enrich my life, 
deepen my spiritual acumen, and 
make me a better minister for 
Christ. 
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The Church at Large 





Irresponsible Charges by Military 
Officials Assailed by National Council 


Showdown Imminent on Air Force Manuals 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The United States Defense Department or- 
dered a full-dress probe in the face of a barrage of protests resulting 
when it was revealed that derogatory material concerning alleged 
Communist infiltration of Protestant churches was published in an 


Air Force instruction pamphlet. 


The pamphlet, a reserve training 
manual charging the National Coun- 
cil of Churches with alleged Com- 
munist sympathies, was withdrawn 
following rising protests. The issue 
added fuel to the fire of protest in 
many church circles against misuse 
of military authority. 

The manual, issued at Lackland 
AFB, Texas, was withdrawn follow- 
ing a specific protest from the Na- 
tional Council to Secretary of De- 
fense Thomas S. Gates, Jr. The 
protest concerned statements claim- 
ing there is “successful Communist 
infiltration in our churches” and 
that “it is well known that even 
the pastors of certain churches are 
card-carrying Communists.” 

The National Council of Churches 
is cited in the manual in connection 
with the 10-year-old Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Bible, which it 
sponsored. “Of the 95 persons who 
served on this project,” the manual 
erroneously reports, “Thirty have 
been affiliated with pro-communist 
fronts, projects and publications.” 


Irresponsible! 


In an NCC statement issued in 
Washington last week, the National 
Council’s associate general secre- 
tary for interpretation, Mr. James 
Wine, declared: “The National Coun- 
cil of Churches is gravely concerned 
about what appears to be a pattern 
of biased religious and social indoc- 
trination of personnel by the United 
States Air Force.” He termed the 
language in the manual “irrespon- 
sibility at its worst.” 


Mr. Wine cited other statements 
in the manual. One says: “Another 
foolish remark often heard is that 
Americans have a right to know 
what’s going on. Most people real- 
ize the foolhardiness of such a sug- 
gestion.” 

Another paragraph declares: “Keep 
in mind that public mass media 
present only as much information 
as the government wants to re- 
lease.” 

The Air Force Secretary issued 
a statement “categorically repudiat- 
ing” the accusations in the manual, 
and announcing its withdrawal from 
circulation. Secretary of Defense 
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Gates personally apologized to Mr. 
Wine and announced that a Defense 
Department investigation would be 
made under. General Curtis LeMay 
to determine the source of the of- 
fending manual materials. 


The derogatory material has been 
appearing in Air Force security 
manuals for ten years, it was learned 
in Washington. Most of the ma- 
terial in a new Air Force Reserve 
training manual was apparently 
taken from the earlier manuals 
dealing with security matters. 


The previous manuals were them- 
selves covered by “security” and 


their contents unknown to persons 
outside the Air Force until they 
were declassified as a result of the 
investigation which is now under 
way. 


This manual, which is not clas- 
sified, was issued Jan. 6, 1960, for 
the indoctrination of civilians who 
attend Air Force training courses 
for Reserve Non-Commissioned Of- 
ficers. 

The House Freedom of Infor- 
mation Subcommittee, under Chair- 
man John E. Moss (D., Calif.), has 
opened an investigation of the Air 
Force manuals. 


Subcommittee’s Concern 


The Moss subcommittee is partic- 
ularly concerned by _ statements 
found in all three manuals that 
“the public’s right to know” is 
either a “silly” or “foolish” concept. 
Air Force officers are advised to 
treat press and radio with suspicion 
and to give them no information 
except “what the government wants 
released.” 


DISCIPLE YOUTH IN LIMELIGHT 
Focus on Scouting in Washington 





oe ty TS 


Eagle Scout Tom C. Clark of the U. S. Supreme Court (left), 
congratulates Scout David M. Boehner, 17, of Tyler, Tex. (a 
(D. iit op ee pg ae edge os 335, 
9 took on. _ 2 an Se spon- 
seed bp the Biene Chetaeiaa 'Chaiets of ‘Bylec: cebeiaabee ait the 
of the Lone Star state at ceremonies in Washington, D.C., commemorat- 
ing the 50th of the founding of the Boy Scouts of America. 
Justice Clark, Sen. Y: and Rep. Beckworth sat at the Texas 
preys: Bago sine. eo Ages yg sae dye 
Scouts’ anniversary was unveiled by Postmaster General 
Rohe Walter. Boehner, president of the Class in his church 
school, received an album of the stamps to take to Texas Gov. Price 
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“Law Day” May 1 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—President 
Eisenhower has proclaimed Sunday, 
May 1, as Law Day with a sugges- 
tion that the nation study the moral 
and spiritual roots of its system of 
law. 

Declaring that “one of the great- 
est heritages of American citizen- 
ship’ is a government of law before 
which all men stand as equals,” the 
President said that “respect for jus- 
tice under law is vital and abiding 
only when its roots are grounded 
in our many traditions of religion, 


ethics and philosophy with their 
common teaching concerning law as 
the foundation of our social order.” 

He added that “the widest pos- 
sible understanding of these basic 
truths will contribute to the nation’s 
moral and spiritual strength. 

“The observance of Law Day is 
designed to foster this deeper re- 
spect for law and an awareness of 
its essential place in American life,” 
the President said, “as well as to 
encourage the efforts now being 
made to bring about an extension 
of law as an instrument of world 
peace.” 

















is a Way 


to walk with the Worthy .. . 


A bequest to the Pension Fund included in your 
Will can bring help through regular and emer- 
gency Ministerial Relief to those who have served 
the church around the world: 


missionaries, or those stricken in active service. 


A simple bequest form may be used: 


aged ministers, 











Detailed Information Gladly Given on Request. 


PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


(Disciples of Christ) 


800 TEST BUILDING 
INDIANAPOLIS 4, INDIANA 
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Ecumenical Milestone? 


ATLANTIC City, N. J.—A decision 
by the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod’s home mission board to apply 
for membership in a counterpart 
agency of the National Council of 
Churches was hailed here as of 
“immense importance” for Christian 
cooperation in this country. 

Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive 
director of the National Lutheran 
Council, expressed this opinion in 
his report to its 42nd annual meet- 
ing. 

In view of the history and strong 
confessional character of the Mis- 
souri Synod, Dr. Empie said, the 
board’s action “seems to herald an 
advance in interchurch relation- 
ships.” 

The synod’s Board for Missions in 
North and South America recently 
announced that it is seeking mem- 
bership in the NCC’s Division of 
Home Missions and would partic- 
ipate in its program “to the extent 
our principles permit.” 

In the past the Missouri Synod 
has insisted upon “doctrinal agree- 
ment” before participating in joint 
public worship services with other 
denominations or in jointly con- 
trolled mission projects. 


Political Preaching? 


CoLTON, CALir.—Dr. Arthur L. Mil- 
ler, moderator of the General As- 
sembly, United Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. A., called on clergymen 
to “speak out on the moral issues 
involved in politics.” 

He warned, however, that “it isn’t 
fair for ministers to speak as polit- 
ical partisans from the _ pulpit.” 
Presbyterians, including clergymen, 
he said, “ought to be vitally con- 
cerned about political interests in 
our country.” 


On Closing Ga. Schools 


ATLANTA, GA.—Loss of Georgia’s 
public school system—“inevitable 
without compromise” in the state’s 
integration controversy—would be 


“second only to _ closing the 
churches,” the Christian Index, 
Georgia Baptist weekly, declared 


here. 


Closing of the public schools, 
wrote editor John Hurt in a plea 
for “sanity,” would be “the state’s 
greatest disaster since Sherman’s 
armies burned their way to the 
coast.” 


Court rulings have approved a 
plan of integration for the Atlanta 
school system, but Georgia laws 
authorize the governor to close any 
school that integrates. 
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Indian Baptist Preacher 


NoRFOLK, Va.—Chief O. T. Custa- 
low of the Mattaponi Indian Reser- 
vation in King William County, Va., 
was ordained a Southern Baptist 
minister at Mattaponi Baptist 
Church near here. 

Baptist spokesmen said the new 
clergyman is the first Indian Chief 
in eastern United States to be or- 
dained in the denomination during 
the past few decades. 


Upper Room Birthday 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—The Upper 
Room, Methodist devotional guide 
published in 3 languages and 37 
editions, began its 25th anniversary 
year with a record circulation of 
3,250,000, it was announced here. 


Christians in Japan 


ToKkyo—Latest statistics released 
here show 678,258 Christians in 
Japan, a gain of approximately 35,- 
000 over figures compiled in 1958. 

These include 376,267 Protestants, 
266,608 Roman Catholics and 35,- 
293 Eastern Orthodox. 

The yearbook totaled Protestant 
baptism at 19,655; Catholic baptism 
at 19,123; and 409 for the Eastern 
Orthodox. 

The publication said there are 
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3,496 Protestant ministers in Japan, 

1,709 unordained Japanese workers, 

and some 2,600 missionaries. 
Catholic figures included 1,367 



















Two new 
volumes in the 
Westminster 

Guides to the Bible 


THE STORY OF ISRAEL: 

From Joshua to Alexander the Great 

By STEPHEN Szikszal. A history of 
the Chosen People, from the con- 
quest of the promised land until the 
end of the Persian era. $1.50 


THE THRESHOLD OF 
CHRISTIANITY: 

Between the Testaments 

By LAWRENCE E. Toomss. The 
story of Israel from the end of 
the Old Testament to the birth 
of Jesus, including an ac- 
count of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. $1.50 


Now at 


your book 


foreign priests and lay brothers, 
1,073 sisters, 598 Japanese priests 
and brothers and 3,164 Japanese 
nuns. 


Other volumes 
now available 


YOU SHALL BE 

MY PEOPLE 

The Books of Covenant and Law 

By Epwin M. Goon. A helpful key 
to the books which stand at the base 
of the Old Testament faith. $1.50 


JESUS AND GOD’S 
NEW PEOPLE 
The Four Gospels 
By Howarp CiarkK KEE. The 
Gospel message as pre- 
sented by the four Evan- 
gelists in the earliest 
Christian communi- 


store 
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ORA REID raised her pert 

young face from the stacks 
of filing cards sorted out on her 
desk as the elderly man came 
over again, an application form 
in his hand. 

His tone was apologetic. “Sorry 
to trouble you, Miss. But I 
need an extra blank, I guess. 
Just noticed—says at bottom 
here—in duplicate.” His chubby, 
good-natured face registered a 
smile of discovery as he pointed 
to the heavy printed black line. 

“Certainly.” Nora handed him 
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another application form and un- 
derlined the action with a friend- 
ly returning smile of her own. 
She was filling in as secretary of 
personnel during the fortnight 
Miss Blair took vacation. The 
work was pleasant, but it sad- 
dened her that there were always 
sO many more applicants than 
jobs at Extren, Inc. 

This oldster, who must cer- 
tainly have held some more re- 
sponsible position than a night 
watchman’s job in the past, hesi- 
tated a moment longer. ‘Retired 





a year ago,” he explained. “Was 
chief clerk with Bradley’s— 
you’ve heard of them, I guess.” 

Nora touched a pencil to her 
lips as she frowned slightly in 
consideration. The old man had 
implied that just about everyone 
knew Bradley’s. But she had to 
confess: “I’m afraid not. But 
then I’ve been in the city only a 
year.” 

“Oh, yes.” The jovial creased 
face took on a wistful look. “‘Old- 
line firm, but good. They went 
out of business.” He _ sighed. 
“But I’m too active to stay idle— 
I thought this would be ideal for 
me,” he tapped the application 
blanks, and dropped his voice to 
a conspiratorial level. ‘“Didn’t 
expect this much competition, 
though.” 

She nodded with sympathy. 
She was only too acutely aware 
of the half-dozen other men of 
past middle-age who waited for 
an interview with Mr. Howard 
concerning the night watchman’s 
job. 

“Well, better get this done!” 
The man gave her a wink, indi- 
cating he was not really worried, 
and ready to take on all comers. 
She watched him from the corner 
of her eye as he carefully made 
his way back to a chair and sat 
down heavily to finish filling out 
the blanks. 

That was how you could tell 
when they were really old, she 
thought. Their movements. No 
matter how gay their conversa- 
tion, their desperate pretense of 
youth was usually forgotten 
when they walked off by them- 
selves. 

Miss Blair took a very dim 
view of Nora’s interest in appli- 
cants. Miss Blair had been sec- 
retary at personnel for more 
than ten years and her thin, 
waspish personality made it clear 
to all comers that she neatly di- 
vided the ranks of people into 
two categories: applicants and 
human beings. 

“You have the small town 
touch,” she warned Nora. “You 
feel you have to take a friendly 
interest in everyone that ap- 
proaches your desk. That’s all 
wrong. Extren is a big com- 
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pany; we haven’t time for that 
sort of thing here.” 

“I suppose not,’ Nora had 
agreed dubiously. She was aware 
of Extren’s bigness and found 
it rather frightening. 

Today, though, she was glad 
to be here replacing the dour 
Miss Blair. These old men who 
were applying for the watch- 
man’s job deserved some kind- 
ness. Goodness knows how many 
years of experience they’d have 
as a group. And because of their 
age they were here looking for 
this modest post. They rated 
special consideration. 

One by one they were inter- 
viewed by Mr. Howard. Then it 
came the turn of the friendly old 
fellow and as he walked past her 
desk with an assurance that was 
pathetically artificial, he gave 
her a friendly nod. Again Nora 
broke Miss Blair’s flinty code by 
inclining her head encouragingly. 

He was the last one. And when 
he came out there was a genuine 
exuberance in his manner that 
told her he’d gotten the job. He 
paused by the desk a moment. 

“T start work tomorrow.” The 
lines of his face crinkled into a 
pattern of glowing happiness. 
“And I want you to know you 
helped.” 

Nora was startled at his direct 
statement, and blushingly re- 
plied, “I don’t see how, but I’m 
glad if I did.” 

“Tt was your manner,” he said. 
“You made me feel as if I'd have 
a chance. Thanks.” 

“That’s all right, Mr. McNeil,” 
she said. She’d noticed his name 
on the application blank when 
he’d been at her desk before. 

“That’s part of it!” he ex- 
claimed. “Your remembering my 
name like that.’”’ He looked down 
at his neatly pressed dark suit. 
“So I got the job in spite of my 
appearance. After I arrived I 
noticed my suit was covered with 
dog hairs.’”’ He picked off a sam- 
ple curly brown hair and dis- 
played it for her benefit. ‘“Play- 
ing with him before I left home 
—not much of a purebred, but 
all dog, Miss.’ With that he put 
on his hat and made his way out. 

The two weeks of Miss Blair’s 
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vacation passed quickly and Nora 
was back to her old job again. 
The pressure of daily problems 
made her forget her experiences 
in personnel, and when she next 
met the old fellow, it must have 
been more than a month later. 

She was taking a check to the 
other building and as she came 
hurrying down the corridor of 
the main office she passed him. 
He gave her a broad smile of rec- 
ognition but he was just another 
face to her and she gave a short 
dead flash of greeting in return 
before it occurred to her who it 
was. When she turned they were 
already a distance apart and it 
seemed to her the old man’s 
shoulders had sagged just a 
trifle. “I did that,” she thought 
guiltily. “I might have remem- 
bered.”’ 

But she couldn’t even think of 
his name by now. And the fol- 
lowing afternoon when she passed 
him in the corridor once more 
she still hadn’t been able to re- 
call it and her busy schedule had 
given her no time to look it up. 

The pleasant old face beamed 
at her again. But there was an 
imploring look in his eyes that 
begged her for a token of the 
brief friendship they’d known. 

“Hello!” she said, scarcely 
pausing, and then with a sudden 
inspiration: ‘How’s your dog?” 
She had remembered that, any- 
way! 

It struck him. He chuckled. 
“Fine, Miss. Still shedding 
hairs,’ he made a gesture, “but 
the overalls cover them now.” 

She laughed acknowledgment 
as though it was a witty reply 
of high merit, and continued 
down the corridor. Whenever 
they met again they’d have a 
point of mutual contact. 

It had taken only an ounce of 
effort to recall the dog. But it 
had been right. She felt warmed 
and happy at the memory of the 
oldster’s pleased chuckle. Miss 
Blair would have sniffed at the 
interchange and commented: 
“More small town applesauce.” 

Arriving at her desk the next 
Monday, Nora found a note: 
“Please see Mr. Howard in per- 
sonnel.” Wonderingly, she re- 


ported at her first opportunity. 

“Miss Reid,’”’ Mr. Howard came 
directly to the point. ‘Miss Blair 
has received a promotion to an- 
other department. How would 
you like to replace her as secre- 
tary of personnel?” Nora gasped 
in astonishment. ‘You were 
highly recommended by a friend 
of yours,” he added, his eyes 
twinkling. 

Nora was dumbfounded. She 
had friends at Extren, of course, 
but none influential enough to 
recommend her to personnel! 

“Why, I’d like the work very 
much!”’ she finally managed to 
say, “But who?—” 

Enjoying her  mystification, 
Mr. Howard explained: “Re- 
member a few weeks ago while 
you were substituting for Miss 
Blair, we employed a_ night 
watchman? Well, he’s on duty 
at the front door evenings when 
my wife picks me up. He’s really 
a wonderful old fellow, very ob- 
serving—and wise! I’ve come to 
confide in him considerably. One 
evening I mentioned that we'd 
soon be needing a secretary of 
personnel, but had no one in mind 
who seemed just right for the 
place. He immediately men- 
tioned the young lady who was 
in my office the day he got his 
job. ‘She has just the warm, 
friendly attitude toward people 
that a big, impersonal company 
like this needs,’ he told me. ‘A 
business this size must make its 
employees remember that they 
are individuals, not mere cogs in 
a machine.’ And then I realized 
that was exactly what Extren 
lacks. Years ago, when we were 
small, we knew all our em- 
ployees. Now, we’ve grown so 
huge we tend to lose individuals 
in the crowd. 

“Many of our people ccme 
from small towns,” he continued, 
“and aren’t happy in the super- 
efficient, impersonal atmosphere 
of this place. We need someone 
in my office to give them a feel- 
ing of warmth and at-homeness. 

“And so, Miss Reid,’ he fin- 
ished genially, “That’s what Mr. 
McNeil and I hope and believe 
you can give Extren—the small 
town touch!” 
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“Where the Scriptures Speak .. .” 


Scripture: Acts 27:1, 21-26; 28:- 
1-2, 11-14. 


T THE close of the lesson 

last Sunday we learned that 
Paul might have been set free if 
he had not appealed to Caesar. 
Today, we see the beginning of 
the results of that appeal. A 
centurion named Julius was giv- 
en the responsibility of deliver- 
ing Paul “‘and some other prison- 
ers’ to Rome for the trial which 
they had coming to them. (Acts 
2a tk.) 

This chapter, plus the first six- 
teen verses of the final chapter 
of Acts, is one of the most dra- 
matic pieces of writing in the 
New Testament. Although one 
would hate to think of having 
to go through the experiences 
related here, he receives a kind of 
vicarious thrill at reading of the 
events that took place. Storms 
brought danger and shipwreck. 
On one occasion they had “to 
throw the cargo overboard .. . 
and the tackle of the ship.” 
(Verse 19.) 

The most apparent factor in 
the account of the voyage is the 
calmness and sureness of Paul in 
the face of difficulties that were 
too great to be handled by pro- 
fessional sailors. So far as we 
know, Paul had not been to sea 
as a young man, but he did live 
in Tarsus, which was a harbor on 
the Mediterranean. He must have 
heard many stories of the winter 
storms from sailors who waited 
there while their ships were tied 
up for the winter. 

We have always assumed that 
Luke wrote the Acts of the 
Apostles. This being the case, 
the “we” in Verse 1 would in- 
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dicate that Luke was along on 
the journey. Or, he could have 
been quoting the account which 
someone else left. He talks about 
Paul in the third person, so it 
does not propose to be a first- 
hand account by the apostle him- 
self. It is not an important mat- 
ter, but an interesting one. 
Another interesting, but com- 
paratively unimportant point, is 
the reaction of Paul when “all 
hope of our being saved was at 
last abandoned.” (Verse 20.) 
They had been “long without 
food,” apparently because they 
couldn’t eat, and not because 
they didn’t have any on board. 
At this point, Paul said, “You 
should have listened to me.” 
(Verse 21.) Do you blame Paul 


for such a human statement? 
However, Paul had something 








I Believe God 


by the Editor 


good to tell them, not simply a 
complaint because they had not 
listened earlier. Giving credit to 
God, “whom I worship,” he re- 
ported a visitation from an angel 
who had informed him that their 
lives would be spared. 

It was not simply a general 
revelation which he received. He 
also had the information that 
“we shall have to run on some 
island.” (verse 26.) We under- 
stand from the records that ship- 
ping was normally tied up dur- 
ing the winter storms on the 
Mediterranean. 

Again, Paul would have known 
this from his life in Tarsus. The 
captain of the ship would have 
known it, too, of course. Why 
had they ventured forth from 
Crete? Did the crew want to 
get home for the winter? Did 
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the centurion urge the captain 
to hurry on so that he could be 
done with his prisoner? We shall 
never know the answers to these 
questions. 

The beginning of the last chap- 
ter of Acts certainly contains an 
interesting note about human 
nature. When Paul and his com- 
panions got to the shore of the 
island of Malta, the natives 
showed “unusual kindness, for 
they kindled a fire and welcomed 
us all.” (28:2.) They surely 
weren’t Christians. Neither were 
they Jews. These were pagans 
from the Roman world. 

The phrase about “the milk 
of human kindness” has more 
than poetic value. There is some- 
thing in human beings which is 
not learned, but native. I know 
many psychologists who would 


not agree with this, but this is 
not a psychology lesson. Some- 
how God has been able to create 
persons in his own image who 
show a little bit of his nature, 
even without any contact with 
other civilizations and religions 
which know more about God. 

Paul seems to have appreciated 
this treatment on Malta very 
much. No doubt they all did. 
“It had begun to rain and was 
cold.” That tells the story. Is 
there anyone who cannot visual- 
ize how a_ shipwrecked sailor 
might feel to make it to shore, 
only to be met by more water, 
this time from above? 

The captain of the ship now 
found himself with a_ three- 
month stay on the island of 
Malta instead of on Crete. 
Furthermore, he had no ship 


Meaning for Today 


HIS account of Paul’s trans- 

fer to Rome is a nautical tale 
well calculated to capture the 
imagination. Even the modern 
seafarer will find the vivid de- 
scription of that voyage realistic 
and exciting. Here we relive with 
that anxious crew those despair- 
ing days of convulsing seas and 
eventual shipwreck. 

Most amazing of all is the he- 
roic figure of Paul summoning 
the crew and passengers to take 
courage. How calm and serene 
he appears. Instead of yielding 
to despair, when the rest have 
abandoned all hope of survival, 
the apostle quietly assures them 
that no lives will be lost. 

Was Paul merely whistling in 
the dark? No, he was confident 
that everything would come out 
all right. He had been reassured 
in a vision that he would yet 
stand before Caesar. Nothing 
would happen to prevent his 
reaching Rome. This sense of 
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by Herschell H. Richmond 


destiny gave Paul his incredible 
confidence. 

Many persons will wonder how 
Paul could have been so certain 
of rescue from a derelict ship 
floundering in a turbulent sea. 
Possibly his confidence is not 
something to be explained, but 
only to be marveled at. Yet, we 
need to recognize that this ac- 
count is given not by the apostle 
himself, but by Luke. Conse- 
quently, we cannot know what 
anxious moments may have pre- 
ceded his vision in the night. 

From his own writings we 
know that Paul was familiar 
with those occasions when God, 
as Isaiah put it, hides himself. 
Neither would he claim to be 
above his Lord who, in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, utter that 
tortured prayer: “Not my will, 
but thine, be done.’”’ Here, says 
Perry E. Gresham, Jesus was not 
only asking God to help him do 
right, but he was also asking 


now. So everyone had to find 
passage on the “Twin Brothers,” 
a ship of Alexandria. (Verse 11.) 
With stops at Syracuse, Rhegium 
and Puteoli, ‘‘we came to Rome.” 
(Verse 14.) 

At the latter place they were 
met by “brethren.” I wonder if 
the brethren treated them any 
better than the natives of Malta 
did. Perhaps not, physically 
speaking, but there must have 
been a great fellowship of the 
spirit, which could not have been 
possible with those who did not 
know God through Jesus Christ. 

Paul, completely confident in 
God, had his trust vindicated, 
and he was now in the place 
where he hoped to make his plea 
to Caesar. God always vindi- 
cates the hopes of those who 
trust in him. 


God to show him what was right 
to do. 

There are times in the experi- 
ence of us all when the awful si- 
lence of heaven refuses to be 
broken. Perhaps Paul also, dur- 
ing this violent storm, spent 
some time on his knees imploring 
divine assurance. Even Luke 
could not know the inner turmoil 
of the apostle’s soul. Eventu- 
ally, however, God gave Paul the 
assurance he sought. 

Standing before the crew Paul 
said, “Take heart, men, for I 
have faith in God that it will be 
exactly as I have been told.” It 
was not his own life that mat- 
tered, but the purpose which God 
had for his life. It was not as 
if he desired to see Rome for his 
own personal interests or to sat- 
isfy his own ambition. He be- 
lieved God was sending him 
there. This sense of destiny re- 
newed his confidence. 

With that kind of trust in God 
any of us can find serenity in 
time of danger. When we have 
completely surrendered our lives 
to God, and believe that God is 
using us for a purpose, no danger 
will daunt us. A sense of destiny 
imparts courage which others 
may regard as heroism. 

With faith in God we may take 
heart even when all other hope 
has fled. 
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OUR SOCIAL CONCERNS 


The High Cost of Alcohol 


by Robert A. Fangmeier 


FEW years ago Americans were 

startled by French Premier 
Mendes France, who drank official 
toasts with a glass of milk. 

This very  un-French-like  be- 
havior was the Premier method of 
symbolizing a tragedy of significant 
proportions in his own country. The 
cost of alcohol, he was saying, was 
high for France. With the highest 
alcoholism rate in the world drink- 
ing was sapping the moral and 
physical strength of the nation. 

No American of a stature compar- 
able to that of the French Premier 
has as yet been able to dramatize 
the high cost of alcohol in the 
United States. But the cost is high. 

It is not easy to judge the spirit- 
ual deterioration or the erosion of 
moral values at the time these 
things are taking place in an in- 
dividual or a nation. There are 
things which are measurable, how- 
ever, that when added up create a 
moral and spiritual image. Some of 
these measurable things will give 
us an idea of the high cost of alcohol 
in our own lives and that of the 
nation. 

There are now 5,015,000 alcoholics 
in the United States out of the 
estimated 56,900,000 adults who told 
the Gallup Poll that they drink. One 
out of every 12 drinking Americans 
is an alcoholic. Alcoholism is now 
six times more prevalent than can- 
cer and claims 12 times as many 
victims as tuberculosis. 

In industry alcoholics lose $432 
million a year in wages and about 
352 man hours yearly or 22 working 
days. The National Council on 
Alcoholism, in reporting these facts, 
went on to say that “the costs of 
alcoholism to industry and business 
through absenteeism, faulty work- 
manship and labor turnover is con- 
servatively estimated at more than 
one billion dollars a year in this 
country.” 

Each year thousands of lives are 
lost through highway accidents. The 
National Safety County in a move 
to stem the holiday slaughter on 
the highways reported that 55 per 
cent of the Christmas season fatal 
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traffic accidents involve a drinking 
driver. Over Labor Day week-end 
Grinking-driving fatalities reach 
about 48 per cent. 

Says the Council “A drinking driv- 
er was involved in at least 30 per 
cent of all fatal traffic accidents dur- 
ing 1957.” Moreover, 23 per cent 
of adult pedestrians killed during 
1957 had been drinking. 

Another measurable alcohol cost 
is that to the taxpayer. One of the 
arguments for legalizing liquor has 
always been that by doing so the 
state benefits from tax revenues and 
bootlegging declines. But a study 








in 1943 by a-special commission of 
the Massachusetts legislature re- 
vealed that for every dollar of beer 
and liquor tax received, the state 
spent over $3.50 for known and 
measurable cost for alcohol-related 
problems. 

The Commission found that the 
state took in $13,139,266.79 in taxes, 
but paid out $46,474,953.74 in penal 
costs, rehabilitation expenses and 
welfare grants. Meanwhile, bootleg- 
gers far from fading away are now 
said by the liquor industry itself to 
account for “one gallon out of every 
four consumed in the U. S.”, accord- 
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ing to U. S. News and World Re- 
port. 

Drinking also is related closely to 
crime in statistics of arrests in the 
United States. FBI reports show 
that a large percentage of those 
persons “arrested- and charged” in 
our major cities are booked for of- 
fenses related to drinking. A 1957 
study of 1,473 cities revealed 1,217,- 
881 such offenses out of an “ar- 
rested and charged” total of 2,068,- 
677. This averages out to 58.8 per 
cent of all arrests reported by the 
FBI in these cities. Minor traffic 
violations are not included in the 
total arrest figure. 

Advertisers spend about $413 mil- 
lion each year to persuade us to 
spend about $10,500,000,000 for 
alcoholic beverages. In 1956 the ex- 
penditures for alcohol ranked ahead 
of such other personal expenditures 
as: religious and welfare, $3,746,- 
000,000; books, magazines and news- 
papers, $2,416,000,000; medical care, 
and hospitalization insurance, $1,- 
173,000,000. 

None of these facts and figures, 
however, really tell the story. No 
one can put a price tag on a 
broken home, a brilliant career down 
the drain, a human life that turns 


AS YOU LEAVE 
by Jenette Mitchell 


Some find God in the sunset 
Some in a fragrant bloom 
While others seek His presence 
In the quiet of their room. 


He speaks within the anthem 
And touches where you kneel, 
It may be from His Holy Word 
He does Himself reveal. 


But if He has a favorite place 
It must be where He stands 
So close beside your Pastor 
When he is shaking hands! 


into a nightmare of regrets, hang- 
overs, blackouts, broken promises 
and uncontrollable cravings. 
Facts and figures add up to a 
problem but do not in themselves 
offer a solution. They tell us that 
the cost of alcohol is high but what 
can we as Christians do about it? 
One thing every church can do is to 
include alcohol problems in its edu- 
cational program, perhaps under a 


theme: “Make a Christian Choice 
About Alcohol.” A leaflet by this 
title is available for mass circula- 
tion discussion purposes from the 
Christian Board of Publication. 


UNQUOTE ... 


LEADERSHIP—The new “leader” is 
clearly distinguished from the old- 
style “boss.” 


A boss creates fear—a leader con- 
fidence. 


A boss fixes blame—a leader cor- 
rects mistakes. A boss knows it all 
—a leader asks questions. 


A boss makes work drudgery—a 
leader makes it interesting. 


A boss is interested in himself— 
a leader in the growp.—RUSSELL H. 
EWING in New Leadership tech- 
niques. 





THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
CIMARRON, KANSAS 
Membership, 175—Parsonage 
Need full-time minister 


Correspond: DAVID E. KOEHN 





Cimarron, Kansas 











score... 


with Bethany Adult 
Uniform Lessons 


UNIFORM LESSONS make scoring possible 
with your adult classes, because they 
relate the Bible’s message to today’s 
modern needs. Uniform Lessons include: 


BETHANY BIBLE TEACHER. Every teacher 
will recognize the convenience of these 
newly reorganized materials over the 
previous format! The leader's material 
for each lesson is now immediately adja- 
cent to the pupil's material. There are 
weekly articles on biblical interpretation 
and modern-day illustrations, suggested 
audio-visuals, and guidance for class dis- 
cussion. 75 cents. 


BETHANY BIBLE STUDENT. A_ 13-session 
development of the Uniform Lesson Series. 
This 64-page quarterly gives emphasis on 
concrete suggestions for applying Bible 
lessons to daily living. Each lesson in- 
cludes the Sunday's particular Bible lesson, 
an interpretation on its meaning and 
background by Dwight E. Stevenson, an 
informative commentary on one major 
emphasis of the lesson with modern appli- 
cation by Maurice W. Fogle, 
sections of discussion questions. 


and two 
25 cents. 
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BETHANY POCKET QUARTERLY. 


For ages 
18 and up, here is a little 48-page quar- 
terly to help men and women who have 
only a few minutes to study the lesson. 
Each lesson is complete with Scripture, 
background material and discussion ques- 
tions. This is a condensed version of 


The Bethany Bible Student. 15 cents 


BETHANY SERVICE LEAFLETS. Complete 
suggested services for assemblies. Each 





week, a leaflet outlines the program with 
music, meditations, poems, responsive 
readings, hymns, and opening thought, 
and including each time the devotional 
reading, Scripture and memory selection for 
the week's Uniform Lesson. 
quarterly set 


15 cents per 


Order from: 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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@ Has Brandeis Scholarship 
Deer on Sabbatical 


Lewis H. Deer of Indianapolis, 
director of social education and in- 
tercultural relations for The United 
Christian Missionary Society, has 
begun a four-month study at Bran- 
deis University, Waltham, Mass., on 
a “Florina Lasker Fellowship.” 

He is on leave from the United 
Society staff as of Feb. 1. 

The fellowship, which is one of 
six granted annually, covers per- 
sonal and educational expenses and 
is applicable to all courses in the 
university. 

A seminar for the fellowship stu- 
dents provides the foremost leaders 
in the field, together with partici- 
pating Brandeis faculty. The fel- 
lowships are in the area of Civil 
Liberties and Civil Rights. 


@ For Marble Church, 
Philadelphia 


4th Church Extension 
Construction Project 


INDIANAPOLIS—The fourth new 
church project involving the 
Board of Church Extension’s 
new construction services is off 
the drawing board as scheduled 
for ground breaking this month 
according to William T. Pearcy, 
president of the Board. 


Master Plans for the Marble Chris- 
tian Church, Philadelphia, Pa., have 
been developed and the buildings 
designed by Charles J. Betts, con- 
sulting architect for the Board of 
Church Extension. 

The first unit will be erected un- 
der the supervision of James W. 
Pifer, staff construction superintend- 
ent. According to Mr. Betts, it will 
house a congregation of 200 and 
provide facilities for worship, edu- 
cation, fellowship and administra- 
tion. Estimated cost of the 5,000- 
square-foot unit is $85,000, includ- 
ing furnishings. 

The Marble Church is sponsored 
by Third Church, Philadelphia, and 
has received, in addition to mem- 
bers, financial assistance in the pur- 
chase of a three-acre site. 

The congregation is meeting in 
a shopping center theatre three 
blocks from their permanent site. 
Herbert G. Gearhart, minister of 
Third Church, is serving as pastor. 
The new Marble facilities, of con- 
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temporary and functional design, 
feature a folded plate roof con- 
structed of plywood stressed skin 
panels. 

Two Church Extension construc- 
tion programs have already been 
completed in Alamogordo and Farm- 
ington, N. M. 

A third project, Boardman Chris- 
tian Church, Youngstown, Ohio, is 
nearing completion and will be ded- 
icated in July. 

The Board’s new construction serv- 
ice is available, on a limited basis, 
to new congregations erecting first 
units and provides for facilities de- 
signed, erection and financing under 
Church Extension’s supervision. 


Indexing, Annotating 
A. Campbell's Letters 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—Woodrow 
Wilson Wasson, Disciple scholar and 
former dean of The Christian Col- 
lege of Georgia, began work Oct. 
1, on a special research project for 
the Disciples of Christ Historical 


Society. 
He is indexing and annotating 
the travel letters of Alexander 


Campbell which appeared in The 


of the Brotherhood 





Millennial Harbinger. 

Dr. Wasson is the author of James 
A. Garfield: His Religion and Edu- 
cation, and has had teaching ex- 
perience in history and religion at 
the University of Houston, the Uni- 
versity of Georgia, and Vanderbilt 
University Divinity School. He re- 
ceived his Ph.D. from the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. 

“The indexing and annotating of 
the Alexander Campbell letters have 
long been needed,” said Willis R. 
Jones, president of the Disciples of 
Christ Historical Society. 

The letters range in time from 
“Incidents of a Tour to Nashville, 
Tennessee,” 1830, to “New York 
State Missionary Society,” 1862. Only 
the American letters are included 
in the project. 


52 Years as Treasurer 


JASPER, ALA.—Oscar M. Sherer 
has completed 52 years of continu- 
ous service as treasurer of First 
Christian Church here. A testi- 
monial dinner, honoring him, was 
held February 21 when he was pre- 
sented with an appropriate gift 
from the church. 











JAMES M. FLANAGAN (right), associate editor of “The Christian,” discusses 

design features of the Marble Christian Church, Philadelphia, with Donald E. 

Mitchell (left), public relations director for The Board of Church Extension, 

and William T. Pearcy, president of the Board. The project model was 

constructed by E. Roger Frey of Church Extension’s architectural depart- 
ment. 
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION at Osceola, Ark., is this new building of First Christian Church located on a 
new site in the west side residential section of the city. Construction began in December. 





ee.” > 


John B. 


Porter is the minister. 


Disciples Share in Building Boom 


CHURCH construction boom of record-break- 
A ing proportion is making a powerful impact 
all over the United States—and from all indica- 
tions, Disciples of Christ have no small share in it. 
Last year church building projects were con- 
ducted at a total cost of $1 billion. 
This and foregoing pages provide only a frac- 
tional indication of what is going on among the 


Christian Churches. Pictured are a few of the 
construction projects to give the reader some in- 
sight into the Disciples boom in church building. 

Many churches are assisted in their campaigns 
and total church building planning by the Dis- 
ciples’ Board of Church Extension. 

During the Decade of Decision it is anticipated 
that this boom will continue. 


THE $64,500 FIRST UNIT of the Florissant Valley Christian Church in Florissant, a suburb of St. 
Louis, Mo., one of the fastest growing population centers in the United States, will be built this year. 
The church of 120 members is served by Donald E. Mattson, who became the first resident pastor 


18 months ago. 


x 


The $30,000 51/.-acre site was a gift of the Disciples Council of Greater St. Louis. 
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AN ENLARGEMENT and improvement program has 
been completed by First Christian Church, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., John C. Updegraff, minister. The 
work included a new narthex and foyer addition, 
a new east aisle, complete redecorating of all facili- 
ties, air conditioning and heating, new stained-glass THIS ACTIVITIES BUILDING was dedicated Jan. 17 by 
windows, new electrical system and a redesigned Southport Christian Church, Indianapolis, Ind. The first 
oak-paneled chancel. The cost was about $160,000. unit in the congregation’s building program, it occupies 
Dedication services were held Jan. 24. 17,000 square feet of floor space and cost $190,000. The 
structure contains 14 classrooms and a multi-purpose room 

which serves as a temporary fellowship hall and sanctuary. 

Fred C. McCoun is minister of this two-year-old congrega- 

tion which has a membership of well over 500. 
















ATTRACTIVE AND WOR- 
SHIPFUL is the new sanctu- 
ary of First Christian Church, 
Salem, Ind. Dedicated last 
year, the building has been 
more than a_ conversation 
piece among Disciples and 
other religious leaders in the 
Salem area. 





HILLCREST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Belleville, Ill., dedicated this first unit of a million dollar building 
program Jan. 10. The building gives this three-year-old congregation a temporary sanctuary, in- 
cluding complete chancel and baptistry, with maximum seating for 427. The structure will also pro- 
vide facilities for fellowship meetings and includes a kitchen, parlor, classrooms and other features. 
Robert L. Bond is the minister. 


NEW SANCTUARY of First 
Christian Church, Salem, Va., 
dedicated Dec. 13. Comple- 
tion of the sanctuary marked 
the culmination of a long- 
range building program 
which was started in 1951 
which previously saw the 
completion of two education 
units. J. Virgil Lilly is the 
minister. 


AERIAL VIEW of new build- 
ing site recently purchased 
by the congregation of Mc- 
Lemore Avenue Christian 
Church, Memphis, Tenn. The 
4.8-acre plot is located at the 
foot of a new expressway 
interchange which will give 
easy access to all parts of 
Memphis. The 70-year-old 
congregation plans to begin 
construction in about two 
years. Charles L. Woodall is 
the minister. 


LOCATED ON 15-ACRE 
SITE is this new $650,- 
000.00 sanctuary and 
first unit of the educa- 
tion facilities of First 
Christian Church, 
Wichita Falls, Tex. As 
soon as possible the 
congregation plans to 
erect a children’s wing, 


youth wing, fellowship CHEROKEE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Prairie Village, Kan., has approved plans for 
hall, chapel, scout and completing these church buildings. The new units will include a sanctuary 
youth centers. George to seat 450, parlors, education facilities and administrative offices. This will 
= R. Davis is pastor of bring a total investment of a half million dollars for this nine-year-old congre- 
 - o>, the church. gation. Tom Underwood is pastor. 


THIS SANCTUARY of First Christian 
Church, Brownwood, Tex., seats nearly 300 
people. Dedicated Jan. 17, 1960, the church’s 
new building is a complete unit which in- 
cludes a parlor, offices, study, fellowship 
hall and ten classrooms. Erected on a new 
location consisting of 3% acres, the total 
cost was $176,500. John S. Mullen is the 
minister. 





















THE TOWERING SANCTUARY of Houston’s First 
Christian Church calls attention to the importance 
of worship in the life of the church. 





AN ATTRACTIVE FEATURE of the Houston church is its “Garden 
Court.” 





THE CHURCH LIBRARY is located at the busiest point in the church 
and situated in an Open area—an invitation to all. 
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Million-Dollar Project ... 


STRIKING AND USEFUL 


First Church, Houston 


First Christian Church, Houston, Texas, has 
one of the most striking and at the same time 
functional church buildings in Texas. 

This million-dollar testimony is located on a 
5.2-acre site valued at $400,000. Actual con- 
struction cost was $1,025,000. 

The sanctuary unit seats 890 with overflow 


arrangement in the narthex, fel- 
lowship hall and garden court. 
The 50-foot structure rises ma- 
jestically above the low roof of 
the fellowship building, the Harry 
G. Knowles Hall, a memorial to 
the pastor who served from 1927 
to 1950. 

Interior of the sanctuary is 
finished in rich shades of beige, 
brown and gold. Dominating the 
worship center are the _ blue 
mosaic cross and the white stone 
communion table with blue 
mosaic panel in front. 

The Christian education task 
of the church had a major con- 
sideration in the planning of the 
buildings for First Church. Ex- 
cellent classrooms are now avail- 
able for children and youth. Plans 
are already beyond the early 
stages for additional educational 
space, particularly for adult 
classes, a youth building and a 
chapel. 

Construction is poured rein- 
forced concrete. The units are 
made comfortable by 155 tons 
of air conditioning. 

Among numerous special fea- 
tures are: the garden court, a 
beautifully landscaped area de- 
signed for vesper services, re- 
ceptions, weddings and overflow 
for sanctuary; and a large plaza 
area serving as main approach to 
all parts of the building. 

The present structures were 
completed one year ago, with 
dedication last February. The 
pastor of the church is John C. 
Knowles. 
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TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


When Someone Is Ill 


Sometimes it is worth an ill- 
ness or a trip to the hospital 
to discover the multitude of 
friends one has and to come to 
a firsthand appreciation of their 
loyalty. To most of us the send- 
ing of a card or note is an inade- 
quate way to express the con- 
cern we feel, but when we receive 
such a token, we realize, perhaps 
for the first time, the meaning 
of a particular friendship. 

What have we done to deserve 
it? Why should we be remem- 
bered? Why should fellow-staff 
members go to the trouble to 
send a plant to the hospital, and 
stop by to express their concern? 
Why should there be such cau- 
tion to ‘‘take all the time you 
need to recuperate” and to “be 
sure you don’t overdo when you 
get back on the job.” 

Everyone should occasionally 
be on the receiving end of such 
felicitations. Not only would he 
better understand the depth of 
friendship but he would also be 
reminded that there must be 
dozens of people of his acquaint- 
ance who have been ill and un- 
noticed. There must be many 
who are ill without their friends 
being aware of it, others who 
have lengthy illness and are for- 
gotten after the first week or 
two. There must be invalids, 
handicapped persons, aged mem- 
bers of your own church who 
are neglected by all except the 
pastor. 

When we have been on the re- 
ceiving end of good will calls and 
mementos it might well put us 
in a mood to be on the giving 
end more often. It might even 
make us resolve to be systematic 
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in the attention we give to those 
who are ill or confined at home, 
rest home, or hospital. 


Would it not be well to lay in 
a supply of cards, notepaper and 
stamps and have them ready 
whenever we hear of one who is 
ill? And wouldn’t it be well also 
to keep an address book of our 
own in addition to the one pub- 
lished by the church? These, 
with the telephone directory, will 
help us to live up to our resolves. 


The telephone is another ave- 
nue of comfort, and busy as it is, 
it is almost completely neglected 
by most churches as an instru- 
ment of concern and comfort. If 
a staff member or someone from 
the department of membership 
would spend the hours between 
five and seven o’clock two eve- 
nings a week to call concerning 
the health of church members it 
would be as fine a ministry as 
one could perform. During those 
hours the church telephone is not 
ordinarily in use and there is 
apt to be someone in each home 
to answer the call. 

A new manual, The Church’s 
Ministry to the Homebound,' is 
just off the press. It is unique 
in the field and offers many sug- 
gestions for churches that are 
really concerned with the needs 
of people. 

Our appeal today is for an ap- 
preciation of the importance of 
seemingly small acts on behalf 
of those who are ill and an ap- 
peal to all of us to give attention 
to such a ministry. 





1Available through Christian Board 
: Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
MO. 


DON'T FORGET to order 
THE CHRISTIAN for your 
congregation. Before April 1. 


WANTED—For church-related agency, woman 
social caseworker in ao of services to 
infants, pre-school children and unwed 
mothers. Membership in Christian Church 
desirable but not required. Advance study 
possible at either of two Universities. A 
regional home of the National Benevolent 
Association. Child Saving Institute, 619 S. 


42nd Street, Omaha 5, Nebraska. 











Christian Church Films Foundation 


presents 
The Churches at Work 
a colored, half-hour, 16 mm film 


Rental $12.50 from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Bux 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 















Now — the Luxury 


BROADLOOM 


_you long for.. 


AT ABOUT '2 
THE PRICE 


LIKE MILLIONS of 
Olson Customers, 
You, too, can Save by 
letting us use the valu- 
able material in your old 
rugs, carpets, clothing. 
We Guarantee to ADD New 
: Wools, choice Carpet 
Yarns, and send you 
“The Finest Rugs or 
wall-to-wall Carpeting 
you ever had for so 
Little Money.” 


OLSO FACTORY 


TO-YOU 


No Matter Where You Live, 
write for Free Rug and 
Carpet Book in color 
and Gift Coupon. 
The Pile on Both Sides of 
Olson Reversible Rugs is 
woven of imported new 
carpet wools, plus the best of 
wools expertly reclaimed from material 
sent in by our customers, to which we add 
special carpet rayon for brilliance of colors and 
rugged carpet flax for extra durability. 
Choice of 44 latest colors, patterns, regardless 
of colors in your materials. Any size in a week, 
up to 18 feet wide, seamless, any length. 

New Tweeds Early American _—‘Florals, Leaf Ovals 
Solid Colors Oriental Designs + Embossed Effects Rounds 
No Risk, Trial Offer. We Guarantee to Please 
or Money Back. Our 86th Year. You can send 
your materials at our expense when you order— 
or AFTER your new rugs arrive. We lend our 
carpet yarns Free. You can “‘See Sample Rugs in 
Your Home” in many cities. Monthly Payments. 

» == Mail Coupon or Postcard to Nearest Address— 


TREE cerciog in color, Gf Coupon | 
| Your Name.. 3 


Town. 
; Address © 


; OLSON RUG CO., Dept. M-33 


1 CHICAGO 41 NEW YORK 1 SAN FRANCISCO 8 
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CALIFORNIA MARCH MORNING 





by Mrs. J. L. Davis 


I saw Heaven by my window this morning. 
Ripe oranges hung in thick halos 

Of fragrant white blossoms, 

Green, cool ferns nodded and watched 

The dew-moist baby tears beneath; 

While in the midst of this sweet-scented bower 
Brown thrush sang “Thank you” to God. 


5 TO GROW ON 


from Broadman 
NEW Picture Books 









Board, Each, 60¢ 
Cloth, Each, $1.00 





BABY’S WORLD by Florrie Anne Lawton 


A first book for the child just learning to speak. The text, consisting of a single word 


on each page, tells a definite story. Appealing pictures in color and black and white 
by Al Gowan. Ages 1-2. 


LOOK AT ME by Ryllis E. Linday 


Presents in simple form some experiences and activities of the very young. Pictures in 
color and black and white by Beatrice Derwinski. Ages 1-3. 


| KNOW GOD LOVES ME by Melva Cook 


Designed to give the young child, ages 3-5, a feeling of security in God’s love and 
care for him. Illustrations by Stanley B. Fleming, many in full color. 


| THINK ABOUT GOD by Florence Hearn 


This easy-to-read story leads boys and girls to recognize elements of worship everywhere. 
Colorful pictures by Dorothy Teichman. Ages 6-8. 


_ NEW for 9-12-Year-Olds 


EYES FOR CHICO 
by Mary Coxhead 


Though blind, Chico had great faith that someday he 
would be able to see. This story, set in Guatemala, is 
full of adventure and excitement. $2.75 


Order from your favorite bookdealer 


BROADMAN PRESS 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 





26 (346) 









by J. Warren Hastings 


Dressed in mourning, she sat in my 
office. She twisted the black gloves 
which she held in her hand. 

“I feel that I must talk to you,” 
she said, “for I am having a gen- 
uine upheaval of soul. When our 
boy came to us six years ago, my 
husband and I were the happiest 
people in the world. We were 
thrilled that God had given us a 
wonderful boy and we made great 
plans for his future. I can hardly 
realize that now he is dead.” 

After a brief silence I commented, 
“Little Jimmy died with leukemia, 
did he not?” 

“Yes,” she responded, “it came on 
him about a year ago. Art and I 
both worked and the lady in charge 
of the Day School where he at- 
tended told me that he seemed life- 
less and rundown. We took him to 
a doctor and, after several tests, he 
diagnosed my boy’s ailment as 
leukemia. The doctor said from the 
very first that there was no hope.” 

“I remember calling on your child 
when he was a patient in the chil- 
dren’s hospital,” I said. 

“The examinations and tests at the 
hospital verified the doctor’s diagno- 
sis. But we didn’t give up. We 
prayed that God would spare the 
life of our boy. We took him to a 
relative’s farm where he would have 
plenty of fresh food and for awhile 
he appeared to be getting stronger. 
Then all of a sudden he became 
seriously ill again. We took him 
back to the hospital ... in a few 
days he was gone. 

“Tell me,” she insisted, “why did 
God take the life of my boy?” 

“I don’t believe that God took the 
life of your child,” I said quietly. 

Her eyes flashed as she said, “Then 
what killed my boy?” 

“Little Jimmy died of a terrible 
disease. Perhaps he contracted the 
disease because of man’s careless- 
ness or ignorance. I do not believe 
that God would deliberately take 
your boy from you.” 

“Well, what am I to do now?” 
She almost screamed at me. 

“You are to live life heroically 
and thereby honor the memory of 
your dear child. You are to have a 
deeper faith in God. The pains and 
sorrows of life enable us to develop 
to our best. 

“God needs you as a great worker 
for him. You must not fail him. 
As you give your life in service to 
God, you honor your wonderful 
little son. Your boy is now forever 
living in the presence of God. As 
you give yourself to God, he. will 
increasingly use you in his service.” 
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RELAX .«« 


RELAYED ACTION 


“Stop waving your arms and 
making faces, sir,” said the 
dentist bruskly. “I haven’t 
even touched your tooth.” 

“But, doc,” wailed the pa- 
tient, “you’re standing on my 
corn.” 

NUGGETS 


WHO? 
A question runs through my 
mind, 


And will not let me rest: 
Who tests the IQ of the guy 
Who writes the IQ test? 


M. SANDERSON IN “QUOTE” 


Fog is stuff its dangerous to 
drive in—especially if _ its 
mental. 

F. G. KERNAN 


CHILD’S PLAY 


The summer relief postman 
who had been told all about 
Picasso, rang the old gentle- 
man’s door bell. While star- 
ing at some illustrations of 
the latest in modern art, he 
spied the little ten-year old 
daughter. Regaining his com- 
posure, he patted the girl on 
the head and said, “So the 
little one paints, too!” 

ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
OF INDIA 





“He bites anyone who tries 
to hurt me!” 





the ultimate in brass 
Une- 0-0 ed okolbanaaal-vaha— 


RevellL-ware 


by Fleming H. Revell Company 





a new achievement in excellence 
of design and quality 


Altar sets and hanging crosses in solid brass 

® Featuring the much talked-about “Cross with the 
Third Diinension" 

® Rich hand-polished luster protected by long- 
lasting baked-on enamel finish 

© Unbreakable forged bases of three-step design 


Offering plates in brass, chrome, silver plate and 
sterling 

® Exclusive finishes withstand years of handling 
> ° Replaceable pop-out pads available in maroon 
and green 


Its unique and enduring beauty makes REVELL-WARE the perfect 
memorial gift, with or without engraving. Its design and variety of sizes 
make REVELL-WARE an integral part of the church, regardless of 
architecture or size. 


ee ie en ee cha a ae ee 


For complete information about REVELL-WARE Altar Appointments, fill out this coupon 
today and mail to Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


\ 
I 
Gentlemen: Please send REVELL-WARE illustrated brochure and prices. { 
Name ! 
Church I 
Address — : 
I 

J 











City. Zone. State 
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‘‘¥You Are What You Read’’ 


Divorce and Remarriage 


Divorce and Remarriage in Angli- 
canism. By A. R. Winnett. St. 


Martin’s Press. 284 pages. $6.50. 
No question regarding the rela- 
tions between the _ sexes_ has 


“aroused more discussion or revealed 
greater differences of opinion among 
Anglicans than that of divorce and 
remarriage.” 


In this book A. R. Winnett, Vicar 
of Rowledge and Ph.D. from London 
University, has made a_- very 
thorough study of the opinions of 
theologians on the question of re- 
marriage after divorce in_ the 
Church of England from the time 
of the Reformation to the present 
day. He also includes recent devel- 
opments in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the United States. 


Winnett concludes that “through- 
out her history the Church of Eng- 
land has adhered to the conception 
of marriage which prevailed in pre- 
Reformation Western Christendom, 
namely, a state of life created by 
the voluntary union of one man 


and one woman, which can _ be 
terminated only by death.” But 
he also tries to show “the wide 


acceptance of the non-indissolubilist 
position in Anglicanism throughout 
the post-Reformation period.” (p. 
viii.) 

With regard to “The 1946 Canons 


on Marriage of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United 
States,” Winnett says that they 
“represent an attempt to bring 


within the scope of nullity as many 
marriages as possible which have 
been civilly dissolved, so that the 
remarriage of the parties, subject 
to their being practicing church 
members and intending a Christian 
marriage, may take place with the 
blessing of the Church.” However, 
he continues, “the words ‘to exist or 
to have existed’ may be taken as 
allowing among causes of ‘nullity’ 
not only factors present at the time 
“of the marriage but also factors 
arising subsequently, in which case 
we have not nullity but divorce.” 
(p. 258) 
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In his concluding paragraph Win- 
nett expresses the hope that the 
division of opinion in the Church 
concerning the _ indissolubility of 
marriage can be healed by a the- 
ological rather than the legal and 
canonical approach used in the past. 
I hope that his plea “to recover the 
‘wholeness’ of Christian truth and 
life’ includes treatment of Jesus’ 
teaching on divorce and remarriage 
as the ideal for all Christians. Then 
churches instead of trying to en- 
force a discipline or a canon law 
could concentrate on helping mar- 
ried couples to make a success of 
their marriage. They could also 
help divorced persons to approach 
a second marriage with better un- 
derstanding of its Christian implica- 
tions.—LeEwis S. C. SMYTHE 


Concerning Youth 


Fires of Youth. 
McGee. 
pages. 


By Margaret B. 
Muhlenberg Press. 282 
$3.50. 


In the small Midwestern town of 
Penfield the fires of youth burned 
fiercely, shocking and bewildering 
the staid and stolid citizens who 
lived there. To add to the con- 
fusion and perplexity of the long- 
time residents, commuters from the 
city began to invade the village. 

One of these families was that of 
William Knott, his wife Amanda 
and son Bill. Bill was a frightened, 
reticent youth who longed to be ac- 
cepted by the gang. Many were the 
taunts and jibes he had to endure 
before he was championed by the 
vivacious Connie Monroe whose 
social position was questioned by 
Bill’s| mother. Misunderstanding 
and intolerance fanned the flames 
and when a famous landmark, Fer- 
guson’s barn, was burned the town- 
folk were positive it had been set 
on fire by “the bad boys and girls.” 

Into this tumultuous picture came 
Martin Johns, rector of Christ Epis- 
copal Church. With gentleness, tact 
and understanding he moved about 
the town acquainting himself with 
its problems, griefs and joys. He 
found what no one else suspected 
that underneath these fires of 


youth there were embers of ambi- 
tion, love and courage that needed 
to be fanned into being. Bill longed 
to be someone worthwhile and to 
erase the blot that had fallen on 
his father’s good name when he had 
met a tragic death. Connie also 
had dreams—dreams that some- 
times expressed themselves badly. 
These dreams of idealism and ambi- 
tion were recognized and kept alive 
by the good rector. 


The book gives assurance that the 
fires of youth need not be disastrous 
but can be real forces for good if 
focused in the right direction.— 
BEULAH G. SQUIRES 


Meditations From Beatitudes 


The Cross on the Mountain. By 
Sherwood Eliot Wirt. Thomas Y. 
Crowell Company. 129 pages. $2.75. 


Each of the eight Beatitudes is 
used as a chapter in an approach 
purportively meditative rather than 
academic or sermonic. Chapter ti- 
‘tles are Beyond the Rope’s End, 
Beauty for Ashes, When the Last 
Are First, The Straight Line to God, 
The Making of Merciful Men, The 
Washing of the Cup, Unearthly 
Peace and Christian Courage. 

The meditations take the form 
of viewing the Beatitudes as descrip- 
tions of the crucified life from the 
perspective of the cross. The cru- 
cifixion of Jesus is regarded as a 
vicarious sacrifice. The author’s 
imaginative field of vision from 
Calvary to the Sermon on the Mount 
includes such variables in time and 
space as the original sin in the 
Garden of Eden, happenings in 
Little Rock and Hiroshima, the Kin- 
sey report and Sputnik. 

The text of the book is replete 
with quotations from the Bible, 
with references to chapter and 
verse in parentheses. Translations 
of the Scriptures more recent than 
the King James Version are dis- 
paraged as often “sicklied o’er with 
the pale cast of thought.” It is in- 
teresting to see how the Beatitudes 
stimulate the author’s thinking and 
his observations on so many sub- 
jects.—BErRYL S. KINSER 
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Jeaching Cids 


FOR LENT 
- BIBLE STUDY 


ABINGDON CLASS MAPS. Each map shows sufficient detail to answer all 
questions of students; each is of sufficient size and scope to give an adequate 
concept and understanding of Bible countries as a whole. Printed on high- 
quality map paper in five colors for years of service. 


Size, 22” x 28” Size, 11” x 14” 
53A114, New Testament Palestine ...... $ 1.50 53A121, New Testament Palestine ... 
53A115, Old Testament Palestine ...... Sa. »~= sg... eae each, $ .25; a dozen, $2.50 
53A116, Egypt to Canaan (route of Exodus, 53A122, Old Testament Palestine ...... 

via Red Sea and wilderness) .. 150 ........ each, .25; a dozen, 2.50 
53A117, Roman Empire and Journeys of 53A123, Egypt to Canaan ............ 

PE .<echcinsdthesiebne xeca.s Soe ee each,  .25: a dozen, 2.50 
53A118, Early Bible Lands (scene of old . 

Testament history) .......... 1.50  53A124, Roman ey Ee ee oes 
53A112, The five above maps, tin-edged top == isk - G0n, § £9; & Coren, <. 

and bottom, in tube-case ...... 7.00 53A125, Early eee 
53A113, The five above maps with folding = 8 8=§ = treeeeee each, .25; a dozen, 2.50 

WE SE Sein ceicnexds 12.50 53A126, All five above maps ...... set, 1.00 


THE BIBLE WORLD MAP. Large colored map pictures of the entire Bible 
world: from Carthage on the west to the Persian Gulf on the east, and from 
the northern tip of the Caspian Sea on the north to Egypt and the Red Sea on 
the south. Size, 56” x 44”. Actually five maps in one, it shows: The Route 
of the Exodus, The Missionary Journeys of Paul, Old Testament Palestine, 
New Testament Palestine, Assyria, Egypt, and The Roman Empire. 


53A120, Mounted on solid rollers. Has button strap for fastening in rolled position ..$6.50 
53A119, Mounted on patented spring roller (operates like a window shade). In tube case 8.00 


SMALL MAPS. Maps that took leading biblical and archaeological scholars 
and cartographers years to_perfect, maps of greater accuracy and _ historical 
significance than ever. Printed on cloth, singly tinned at top and bottom each 
with two hangers at the top. May be purchased individually or by set. Size, 
30” x 2314”. 
53A129, Exodus from Egypt. $2.50 53A133, Palestine During Ministry of Jesus. 
53130, Palestine During Period of Judges. $2.50 $2.50 
53A131, Political History of Israel and Judah. 53A134, ——— of Paul. $2.50 

$2.5 53A128, Set of 6 maps in mailing tube. ae 
53A132, Great Empires of Israelite Times. $2.50 53A135, Set of 6 maps with tripod. $19.50 


SPLENDID SERIES BIBLE STUDY MAPS. Set No. 1. Six large maps 

(size, 36” x 48” to 36” x 57”) on linen-finished cloth. Mounted on a folding 

steel stand, which can be regulated, so that maps may be seen to the best ad- 

vantage. This set contains data for thorough Bible study. Its large print and 

cheerful colors make this set very instructive and attractive. 

53A100, Old Testament Palestine, New Testament Palestine, Roman Empire, Assyria and 

Adjacent Lands, Egypt and the Sinai Peninsula, Bible Lands from Persia to Italy. 
Size, 36’ x 49". $15.50 

Set No. 2 consists of 9 maps—the six in set No. 1 and three additional ones. 


53Al101, set No. 1 pits Divided Kingdom Judah and Israel, Ancient Canaan, Pathways of 
Our Lord. $19.50 
53A103, Pathways of Our Lord only. $2.25 


THE PEERLESS SERIES CHURCH SCHOOL MAPS. Set No. 1. Mounted 

on a folding steel tripod. Can be raised, lowered, or turned in any direction 

on the revolving frame. Printed on cloth, 19” x 28”. Set of seven maps. 

53A104, New Testament Palestine, Old Testament Pal:stine, Roman Empire and Bible Lands, 

showing Paul's Travels, Bible Lands of the Old Testament, The Exodus, Egypt to 
Canaan, Ancient Jerusalem, Historical Chart of the Life of Christ. $6.00 

Set No. 2 consists of 10 maps—the seven maps in set No. 1—and three addi- 

tional ones with adjustable stands. 


53A105, set No. 1 plus Hebrew Kingdom Divided,, Ancient Canaan, Palestine (showing 
Jesus’ Journeys). $9.00 
53A106, Historical Chart of Jesus only. $1.25 


3-DIMENSIONAL BIBLE STUDY MAPS. The depth, as well as the length 
and breadth, of the Holy Land and the City of Jerusalem is vividly shown on 
these large, 7-color maps. The realism afforded by this 3-dimensional effect 
will help Bible students to more quickly gain a better understanding of the 
history and geography of Bible lands. Distinguished scholarship and lengthy 
research have made every detail of these maps scientifically, historically, and 
geographically accurate. 


53A139, This large map of Palestine is securely mounted on finished mahogany mouldings 
and ready to hang on the classroom wall. It has such Bible information as: places in 
Palestine, mountains and bodies of water. Size, 39/2” x 41”. 6.00 


Transportation is extra on sets: 53A128, 53A135, 53A100, 53A101, 53A113 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Fromer Editor Writes 


Editor, The Christian: 


I have read with heavy sorrow of 
the death of F. W. Burnham. As a 
dear friend for many years and a 
companion in service he was a 
source of strength and inspiration. 
As preacher, pastor and leader in 
great enterprises of our Brother- 
hood, he was in the first rank. 


There is an empty place in the 
lives of many of us who enjoyed 
his intimate and upholding friend- 
ship. 

I cannot write more now, nor 
can I ever write all that is in my 
heart of affection and appreciation 
of this cherished friend, Christian 
gentleman and devoted minister.— 
RAPHAEL H. MILLER, Martinsville, 
Ind. 


Objection Sustained 


Editor, The Christian: 

I object. With love and Christian 
spirit, but with the enthusiasm and 
old-fashioned independence of the 
Disciples, I object. 


My objection is to that editorial 


“we” in the article, “A Plea, A 
Movement, and the Church,” by 
Benjamin Burns, in the issue of 


November 15. 


Every once in a while we see or 
hear the phrase “we, as a people,” 
do this or that or the other thing, 
and it is usually in reference to 
some alleged negative word or act. 
I don’t think anyone has either the 
wisdom or the right to say anything 
categorically about what the entire 
Disciples of Christ communion does 
or says. 

I feel that I am as representative 
of the Disciples of Christ as any- 
one else, and certainly there is a 
large group that, with me, could 
constitute another editorial “we.” 

“We” have never refused to be 
called a church, or denomination. 
“We” have recognized our fault and 
admitted the charge. “We” have, 
however, tried to be a true part of 
the Body of Christ (please God, a 
hand, if possible) but at least a 
voice. 

“We” have attacked the Church, 
but have loved it, and overlooked 
its faults, remembering our own. 
“We” have joined with it in every 
possible way, always seeking the 
true unity of emphasizing our mutual 
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loyalty to Christ, by uniting it into 
a dynamic impact. 

“We” have openly advocated and 
called for vigorous and immediate 
action to bring about our union 
with the United Church of Christ. 
How better could we exhibit the 
spirit of our movement so aptly 
described in that classic phrase, 
“sink into union with the Body of 
Christ at large... .”? 

“We” dare to see a vision of all 
men, of all “opinion,” joined in a 
great transcendent Brotherhood 
that shall sweep the world for 
Christ.—FRANKLIN H. Carter, Fort 
Walton Beach, Florida. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT: “We” seem 
to be divided, as usual, but with a 
Christian spirit. 


Nice Words 
Editor, The Christian: 


May I congratulate you on the 
looks of your January 3rd issue? 
The cover certainly has a neater 
appearance with the new name- 
plate. 


It is going to be hard to stop 
saying “The Evangelist,” after these 
many years, but I’m glad you made 
the change. You also did a good 
job of interpreting the shift through 
Dr. Garrison’s article and your own 
editorials in recent issues.—Mkrs. J. 
EDWARD MOSELEY, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Witness 
Editor, The Christian: 


May I tell you how much I like 
the new name for The Christian- 
Evangelist? The Christian is such 
an appropriate name and gives wit- 
ness to the simplicity of our plea.— 
WALTER A. HARGRAVES, Galveston, 
Tex. 


On the Use of Hymns 
Editor, The Christian: 


Dr. Davison’s article about the 
singing of hymns (CE-FR, Dec. 27, 
1959) gave me a great deal of 
pleasure. 


I especially liked the point he 
brought out about the hymns being 
chosen for their message rather 
than their familiarity. I have seen 
many a good Christian person fail 
to open a hymnbook because he 
claims he can’t sing. What this 
good person fails to realize is that 
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Letters... 


there is a thought there which he 
ought to follow in company with 
the rest of the congregation, 
whether he sings it or not. 

There are few people in the 
world who are completely tone deaf, 
and although a person may be self- 
conscious about the quality of his 
voice, he must realize that the wor- 
ship of God is no time to let his 
timidity get out of hand.—Mkrs. W. 
T. SETTLES, Jeffersontown, Ky. 


Praises Chaplaincy 
Editor, The Christian: 


In reading the December 27, 1959, 
issue of The Christian Evangelist- 
Front Rank there were two items 
that claimed my attention. The 
first was the article, “What Shall 
We Call Our Ministers?” by Herbert 
T. Chase. 


F . The second item was the 
letter of Scott Simer in reference 
to the Church in wartime. I heart- 
ily disagree with his statement that 
“the Church in wartime has run 
from the cross of Christ to the 
nearest arsenal and has then sup- 
plied chaplains to bless the warring 
factions.” 


If what I know and have read 
of the Church is correct, the only 
running the Church has done”is to 
people in need of the gospel of 
Christ. Suré, the Church ran to the 
arsenal; it also ran to the battle- 
field, to the battleships, to the Penta- 
gon and a thousand other places 
where people were in need of 
Christ’s love and mercy. .. . 


And we ought to be on our knees 
daily thanking God for the men 
who were willing to give up home, 
family, friends and all the com- 
forts of a “good” church in order to 
go and minister to those serving 
their country around the world. 
Jesus said, “Go into all the world.” 
He did not exclude arsenals, army 
camps, battleships, airbases, any 
more than he did people of other 
nations or races. 


This is a ministry the church dare 
not ignore nor run away from, if 
it is to obey the commission of its 
commander. Jesus did not run from 
the Pharisee, the Centurion nor the 
harlot just because they were “of the 
world.” He came to minister unto 
people, whoever and wherever they 
were. Can we do less?—ADELBERT 
H. TISDALL, Washington, D. C. 
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CHRISTIAN HERALD’S FAMILY BOOKSHELF 


OF THESE CHOICE 00 
NEW VOLUMES —— 


yours for only 






















If You Liked “Papa’s Wife” 
You'll Adore... 


MAMA'S WAY by Thyra Ferre 
Bjorn. A book full of laughter and hap- 
piness, out-going love and understand- 
ing . . . and a right-down-to-the-grass- 
roots religion that worked wonders for 
Mama and will for you, too! Here's 
don't miss reading! Reg. price, $3.50. f 

here — a retail 


Fifty Years of Happiness In & , valucof $26.80 

: st : — for only 

A Strange, Haunting Land mE $3.00 if you 

' DR. IDA by Dorothy Clarke Wilson. . join Christian Herald's Family 

Young Ida a didn is teaal to be a Bookshelf now! Read below 
t missionary Or a doctor — she just want 

| o live! But India called her, and she how the club operates and 

| spent her whole life healing the sick, your rewards of membership; 

, i building hospitals, living life to the then mail the coupon for your 

a fullest degree. Reg. price, $5.95. ks — today! 


A RARE PACKAGE OF 
DELIGHTFUL READING 
FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 
You may have 


all 6 of the fine 
books shown 












S \ A Book For All Who 

e Love the Bible 

1 | ALL THE WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 

t t by Edith Deen. Only book of its kind, 

i containing 300 biographies and 52 
f studies. As Dr. Poling says of this extra- 

ordinary work . . . ‘Never has there 

e } been anything like this!"’ A_ lifetime 

e library volume. Reg. price, $4.95. 

= The Finest Work of 

it Gladys Taber 

n STILLMEADOW SAMPLER by Gladys 
Taber. This is perhaps the most beau- 

ie tifully-written book for the family of 

= this or any year... the most genuinely 
moving book to be published in a 

¥:4 decade . certainly the ‘‘smilingest’’ 
book you'll ever read! Reg. price, $4.50. 

— A Commemorative Special 

iy | Edition For Y our Family 

to A BESS STREETER ALDRICH TREAS- 
URY. A splendid volume of the very 
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QUESTION: What do you have 
to say about the statement of a 
group of Catholic bishops in 
protest against the United 
States helping other countries 
control the growth of popula- 
tion? Furthermore, what about 
President Eisenhower’s state- 
ment that this is a religious 
question and not a _ political 
question? 


ANSWER: The world will little 
note nor long remember what 
I have to say on this question, 
but since you and others have 
thrown it into the realm of 
religion I guess it is permis- 
sible for us to talk it over. 

The Roman Catholic Church 
has in my opinion many sins to 
answer for in the realm of this 
question. In_ underprivileged 
countries that church has en- 
couraged large families but has 
done precious little to help feed 
the hungry or to provide an 
adequate education for these 
children. 

In Mexico, nearly every com- 
munity has from three to three 
hundred cathedrals which cost 
untold amounts of money while 
many people live in almost ab- 
ject poverty. 

It is strange but true that 
the Communist countries and 
the Catholic nations are the 
ones who protest any family 
planning and encourage large 
families. The Communists per- 
haps feel that the more poverty 


there is the more people will 
turn to communism. It is al- 
together possible that the Ro- 
man Catholic Church believes 
that the larger the Roman 
Catholic family the more votes 
it will be able to direct. 


President Eisenhower has 
been my President and I have 
tried to give him every support 
possible. I have been pleased 
at many things which he .has 
said and done. That does not 
mean that I refrain from criti- 
cism when I disagree. 

The President has many im- 
portant decisions to make. He 
was just ready to leave on his 
great tour when some reporter 
asked him what he _ thought 
about our country helping other 
nations study their population 
problems. 

Of course, the reporter used 
the term “birth control 
methods” for he wanted to 
write an exciting article. The 
President replied, ‘That is a re- 
ligious matter and not of po- 
litical concern.” 

Everything that touches hu- 
man life is a religious matter 
but to intimate that our nation 
is not at all interested in the 
“population explosion” problem 
was either an attempt to avoid 
a straight-forward answer or 
revealed ignorance on the sub- 
ject. 

After the President completes 
his current travel to the many 
areas most deeply concerned by 
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this problem he will no doubt 
have other opinions on this 
matter. 


I much prefer to think that 
President Eisenhower’s real 
judgment on the matter was 
expressed in his statement when 
he said, ‘‘The economic need of 
all nations—in mutual depend- 
ence—makes isolation an im- 
possibility, not even America’s 
prosperity can long survive if 
other nations do not prosper.” 

Perhaps some of us do not 
have to worry about what will 
be happening in 2,000 A.D., but 
our grandchildren will. That 
is a_ religious question that 
must not be dodged. 

It hardly seems that a group 
of men who have never had a 
family of their own to support 
should dictate the size of our 
families in America or in other 














